
 

Art in Embassies Exhibition: 
United States Embassy Panama 

Art in Embassies 

Established in 1963, the U.S. Department of State’s Office of Art in Embassies (AIE) plays a vital 

role in our nation’s public diplomacy through a culturally expansive mission, creating temporary 

and permanent exhibitions, artist programming, and publications. The Museum of Modern Art 

first envisioned this global visual arts program a decade earlier. In the early 1960s, President 

John F. Kennedy formalized it, naming the program’s first director. Now with over 200 venues, 

AIE curates temporary and permanent exhibitions for the representational spaces of all U.S. 

chanceries, consulates, and embassy residences worldwide, selecting and commissioning 

contemporary art from the U.S. and the host countries. These exhibitions provide international 

audiences with a sense of the quality and scope of both countries’ art and culture, establishing 

AIE’s presence in more countries than any other U.S. foundation or arts organization. 

AIE’s exhibitions allow citizens, many of whom might never travel to the United States, to 

personally experience the depth and breadth of our artistic heritage and values, making what 

has been called a “footprint that can be left where people have no opportunity to see American 

art.’’ 

www.art.state.gov 

http://www.art.state.gov/
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Introduction 

As the U.S. Ambassador to Panama, I am privileged to welcome you to the Chief of Mission’s 

Residence and to share this Art in Embassies exhibition. Under President Trump’s leadership, 

our mission is clear: to uphold America’s interests, to strengthen partnerships that advance 

prosperity, and to showcase the values that make our nation exceptional. Art is part of that 

mission. It conveys our values, honors our shared history, and deepens connections with friends 

and partners. 

I am proud that this exhibition brings together American and Panamanian voices. The works by 

artists Lillian August and Russell Cowles reflect the spirit of innovation and resilience that 

defines the United States, while Nancy Hershberger’s textile landscapes remind us of the 

beauty of the American heartland. Alongside them are Panamanian artists—Alexis Benalcázar, 

with his depictions of the Panama Canal; Virgilio “Yaneca” Esquina, who honors the vibrant 

culture of Panama’s northern coast; and Adelcio Guainora, who draws on the traditions of the 

Emberá people. Together, they highlight the country’s cultural richness. 

These works remind us that America and Panama share more than geography—we share values 

of strength, creativity, and respect for tradition. I thank the artists and Art in Embassies for 

making this exhibition possible, and I hope you will see in these works the same spirit of 

friendship and partnership that guides my service here in Panama. 

Ambassador Kevin Marino Cabrera 

Panama City  

Artists’ Biographies 

Willie Lee Atkyns, Jr. (1913-1987) 

Willie Lee Atkyns, Jr., known professionally as Lee Atkyns, was a self-taught painter, printmaker, 

sculptor, and educator. He was active in the Washington, D.C., arts scene, exhibiting his work 
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frequently at galleries like the Arts Club of Washington. During the summers, he taught painting 

in rural areas of Pennsylvania. While Atkyns primarily preferred conventional subjects such as 

landscapes, urban scenes, and still lifes, his style evolved from a naturalistic approach toward 

broad simplification. 

Title of Artwork Displayed: Untitled (Small town in Pennsylvania) 

 

Format: Oil on Masonite 

Dimensions: 22 ½ x 52 ½ in (57,2 x 133,4 cm) 

Collection of Art in Embassies, Washington, D.C.; Gift of the estate of Willie Lee Atkyns, Jr.  

Erica Everage (born 1987) 

Lillian August’s landscape, figural, and genre scenes emulate those of French impressionist and 

realist artists like Claude Monet and Jean-Baptiste-Camille Corot. Instead of overlaying several 

colors in glazes, she applied thick paint to her canvases using a palette knife to “render the 

movement of light in color” and “produce an effect of chromatic richness analogous to that of a 

transparent painting.” 

August graduated from Madison College (now James Madison University) in Harrisonburg, 

Virginia—with a degree in education. She taught art for several years throughout northern 

Virginia after moving to Washington, D.C., in the late 1940s. Later in life, August launched her 

art career and sold her oil paintings around the world. Her work and reproductions were 
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featured in fundraising events sponsored by the American Heart Association and the American 

Cancer Society. 

Title of Artwork Displayed: Wandering Lonely as a Cloud 

 

Year Created: 1989 

Format: Oil on canvas   

Dimensions: 71 ½ x 49 ½ in. (181,6 x 125,7 cm) 

Collection of Art in Embassies, Washington, D.C.; Gift of Lillian August 

Alexis Benalcázar (born 1973) 

Panamanian artist Alexis Benalcázar paints landscapes executed in striking detail with vivid 

colors to convey the beauty of the environment. “I perceive a figurative and surreal vision of a 

green city, where human beings interact with the environment and experiences are captured in 

memories,” he states. Benalcázar holds a degree in fine arts from the University of Panama and 

has exhibited his work in Panama and Colombia. 
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Title of Artwork Displayed: Paseo Canalero 

 

Year Created: 2024 

Format: Acrylic on canvas 

Dimensions: 41 ½ x 31 in. (105,4 x 78,7 cm) 

Courtesy of the artist and Weil Art Gallery, Panama City, Panama 

Title of Artwork Displayed: Remolcador Canalero PTY 

 

Year Created: 2024 

Format: Acrylic on canvas 

Dimensions: 36 x 48 in. (91,4 x 121,9 cm) 

Courtesy of the artist and Weil Art Gallery, Panama City, Panama 
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Title of Artwork Displayed: Panamá Verde 

 

Year Created: 2024 

Format: Acrylic on canvas 

Dimensions: 62 x 78 in. (157,5 x 198,1 cm) 

Courtesy of the artist and Weil Art Gallery, Panama City, Panama 

Title of Artwork Displayed: Vista aérea de la administración del Canal 

 

Year Created: 2021 

Format: Acrylic on canvas 

Dimensions: 36 x 48 in. (91,4 x 121,9 cm) 

Courtesy of the artist and Weil Art Gallery, Panama City, Panama 
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Mel Bochner (1940-2025) 

Widely renowned as a pioneer of conceptual art, Mel Bochner worked across diverse visual 

media to investigate relationships between language, space, and color. “I don’t have a pre-

formed theory about what my work is or should be. I work by making up hypotheses, ‘What 

would happen if…’ and then working through the contradictions as they come up…That’s where 

the adventure is, in the not-knowing.” This print embodies the stylistic shift Bochner undertook 

during the 1980s—a period defined by paintings and drawings composed of heavy crisscrossing 

strokes that evoke a sense of movement in space.  

Bochner earned his Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from the Carnegie Institute of Technology, 

Pittsburgh, and was the subject of numerous retrospective exhibitions, including an exhibition 

at the National Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C. 

Title of Artwork Displayed: Untitled   

 

Year Created: 1984 

Format: Screenprint  

Dimensions: 71 ½ x 49 ½ in. (116,8 x 96,5 cm) 

Collection of Art in Embassies, Washington, D.C.; Gift of the Lincoln Center / Vera List Art 

Program 
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Russell Cowles (1887-1979) 

Russell Cowles was a painter and muralist whose still lifes and landscapes blended abstraction 

with elements of American realism and regionalism. Born in Algona, Iowa, Cowles was 

encouraged to pursue art from an early age by his mother, who was also an artist. After 

graduating from Dartmouth College, Hanover, New Hampshire, he studied painting in Paris and 

Rome. Despite his classical education, Cowles asserted, “I don’t think my work is either 

academic or conventional. It is American and modern because I am American and modern.” He 

elaborated that he composed his works ‘‘to create a heightened sense of reality through a 

rhythmic organization of space.”  

Cowles held over forty solo exhibitions during his lifetime. His works are in the public 

collections of such institutions as the Wichita Art Museum, Kansas; the Pennsylvania Academy 

of Fine Arts, Philadelphia; and the McNay Art Museum, San Antonio, Texas. 

Title of Artwork Displayed: Midsummer Morning  

 

Format: Oil on canvas 

Dimensions: 25 ½ x 40 ½ in. (72,4 x 102,9 cm) 

Collection of Art in Embassies, Washington, D.C.; Gift of the estate of Russell Cowles 
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Virgilio “Yaneca” Esquina 

Virgilio “Yaneca” Esquina draws inspiration from his heritage, specifically Afro-Panamanian 

Congo culture, which flourishes on the country’s northern coast. Esquina, along with a group of 

artists from his community, creates works that highlight aspects of music, movement, and the 

richness of their shared cultural legacy. Early in his career, Esquina painted traditional walking 

sticks—bastones—adorning them with reptiles, birds, and other native tropical animals. While 

he has transitioned to painting on canvas, he incorporates unconventional materials such as 

shells, feathers, sequins, and glitter. 

Title of Artwork Displayed: La Conga Maria Elena  

 

Year Created: 2011 

Format: Mixed media on canvas 

Dimensions: 48 x 48 in. (121,9 x 121,9 cm) 

Courtesy of the artist and Weil Art Gallery, Panama City, Panama 

Adelcio Guainora (born 1990) 

Adelcio Guainora is a painter whose work reflects his Indigenous Emberá culture and the 

province of Darién in eastern Panama, where he grew up. He notes, “I draw inspiration from 
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nature because it is part of my childhood. The colorful landscapes travel through light, color, 

and dreams—they are nothing more than the memories of my childhood through time.” He has 

participated in both solo and group exhibitions in Panama. 

Title of Artwork Displayed: Serie Darién Colorido  

 

Year Created: 2022 

Format: Acrylic on canvas 

Dimensions: 30 x 45 in. (76,2 x 114,3 cm) 

Courtesy of the artist and Weil Art Gallery, Panama City, Panama 

Nancy Hershberger (born 1964) 

Nancy Hershberger is a fiber artist and instructor who creates quilts inspired by the dairy farms, 

cornfields, streams, and forests of her rural home in southern Pennsylvania. While Hershberger 

began her practice using the traditional quilting method of piecing fabric scraps, she later 

experimented with different techniques and tools to capture the light, texture, and color effects 

of the outdoors. In addition to the landscape of Pennsylvania, Hershberger frequently portrays 

scenes of U.S. National Parks. She has held several artist residencies at National Parks across 

the country and has exhibited extensively in juried exhibitions throughout the United States. 
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Her quilts are held in numerous private and public collections, including the U.S. Department of 

the Interior and the Southern Alleghenies Museum of Art, Bedford, Pennsylvania. 

Title of Artwork Displayed: Joist  

 

Year Created: 2022 

Format: Textile 

Dimensions: 66 x 93 in. (167,6 x 236,2 cm) 

Courtesy of the artist, Breezewood, Pennslyvania 

Reginald Marsh (1898-1954) 

Reginald Marsh was a painter, illustrator, and printmaker renowned for his lively depictions of 

crowds and bustling ship harbors. Although primarily known for his paintings of New York City, 

Marsh also documented his extensive travels throughout the United States and abroad. In the 

1920s and 1930s, he traveled several times to Florida, Cuba, and Puerto Rico, focusing on idyllic 

views of foliage and architecture. This watercolor depicts the shoreline of the Solomons Island, 

a significant site of maritime trade in southern Maryland.  
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Marsh graduated from the Yale School of Art, New Haven, Connecticut, and provided 

illustrations to many publications, including the New Yorker, Harper’s Bazaar, Esquire, and Life. 

His work is in the collections of such museums as the National Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C.; 

the Metropolitan Museum in New York; and the Art Institute of Chicago, among others. 

Title of Artwork Displayed: Solomons Island, Maryland  

 

Year Created: 1937 

Format: Watercolor 

Dimensions: 32 x 40 ¼ in. (81,3 x 102,2 cm) 

Collection of Art in Embassies, Washington, D.C.; Gift of William Benton 

Rosemary Borst McLean (1934-1976) 

Rosemary Borst McLean was a painter whose abstract works are characterized by their swirling, 

bold brushwork and marbling effects. Born in France, McLean moved to the United States as a 

child. Before becoming a painter, McLean restored ancient pottery at the Maya archaeological 

site of Dzibilchaltún, Mexico, from 1957 to 1960. In describing her paintings, she mused, “I 

compare them to music. Whoever hears music does not stop to worry about what the 

composer had in mind when he wrote his song, but rather the impact of the music on the 
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individual. To me, music is the color of sound [just] as color is the music of light. And this is 

what I try to express in my paintings—music in color.” 

Title of Artwork Displayed: Renaissance  

 

Format: Acrylic on canvas 

Dimensions: 48 x 60 in. (121,9 x 152,4 cm) 

Collection of Art in Embassies, Washington, D.C.; Gift of Allan McLean 

Jack Morris (born 1973) 

Painter Jack Morris was born in Ailigandí, in the Guna Yala region on Panama’s northeast coast. 

In his earlier practice, he was known for repurposing recycled plastic—cut and layered to mimic 

brushstrokes—to create vibrant surfaces that resembled painted compositions. Growing up 

near the sea, surrounded by tropical flora and fauna, Morris developed a deep connection to 

nature that continues to inform his work to this day, which ranges from still life compositions 

and landscapes to depictions of the human figure. 
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Title of Artwork Displayed: Bono original del canal francés  

 

Year Created: 1888/2025 

Format: Acrylic on paper 

Dimensions: 8 x 12 in. (20,3 x 30,5 cm) 

Courtesy of the artist and Weil Gallery, Panama City, Panama 

Alex Nuñez (born 1984) 

Born and raised in Miami, Cuban American artist Alex Nuñez creates vibrant mixed-media 

paintings that explore her surroundings and personal experiences, combining expressive color 

with experimental materials. Working in a spontaneous and intuitive process, Nuñez builds up 

her textured canvases on the floor, pouring brightly hued paint, drawing rapidly in chalk pastel 

and oil stick, then finishing with such materials as glitter, crystals, and flecks of gold leaf. 

Describing her practice, she explains, “Ultimately, I strive to create art that bridges the sensory 

and the symbolic, celebrating the beauty and resilience of the natural world.”  

Nuñez holds a Master of Fine Arts degree from Hunter College, the City University of New York, 

and was awarded the C12 Emerging Artist Fellowship, culminating in a solo exhibition at 

Marianne Boesky Gallery in New York. Her work has been exhibited at El Museo del Barrio, New 

York, and featured in such publications as the New York Times, Artforum, and the Observer. 
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Title of Artwork Displayed: What did you do with all of that time you didn’t have   

 

Year Created: 2021 

Format: Mixed media on canvas 

Dimensions: 84 x 116 in. (213,4 x 294,6 cm) 

Courtesy of the artist, Miami, Florida 

Enoc Ruda (born 1992) 

Painter Enoc Rudas finds his primary inspiration in the Panamanian landscape, particularly the 

Bay of Panama. From a young age, he became involved in the Panamanian visual arts scene and 

later earned a degree in fine art from the Instituto Superior de Bellas Artes, Panama City. Rudas 

has exhibited his work in Panama and internationally. 
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Title of Artwork Displayed: Noche alumbrada-Casco Panamá 

 

Year Created: 2023 

Format: Acrylic on canvas 

Dimensions: 19 x 33 in. (48,3 x 83,8 cm) 

Courtesy of the artist and Weil Art Gallery, Panama City, Panama 

Title of Artwork Displayed: La laguna 

 

Year Created: 2023 

Format: Acrylic on canvas 

Dimensions: 55 x 65 in. (139,7 x 165,1 cm) 
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Courtesy of the artist and Weil Art Gallery, Panama City, Panama 

Pascual Rudas (born 1982) 

Pascual Rudas is a painter whose works often depict the glimmering waters of his native 

Panama. Rudas studied art at the Instituto Superior de Bellas Artes and has participated in solo 

and group exhibitions. He has also received numerous commissions for historic portraits 

created for visiting royalty and presidents. Orgullo Panameño features a row of female dancers 

wearing pollera dresses—traditional, handcrafted garments worn by women in Panama 

primarily during folkloric and cultural celebrations. 

Title of Artwork Displayed: Orgullo Panameño  

 

Year Created: 2022 

Format: Acrylic on canvas 

Dimensions: 67 7/8 x 144 in. (172,4 x 365,8 cm) 

Courtesy of the artist and Weil Art Gallery, Panama City, Panama 

George Wirth (born 1973) 

George Wirth is a Panamanian painter whose work encompasses surrealist compositions, 

landscapes, scenes of wildlife, and portraiture. He has participated in various solo and group 
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exhibitions, both in Panama and internationally. He has also worked as a muralist and art 

restorer. He graduated from the Instituto Superior de Bellas Artes, Panama City, and is currently 

pursuing a master’s degree in higher education at the University of Panama. 

Title of Artwork Displayed: Canal v sombrero V  

 

Format: Acrylic on canvas 

Dimensions: 16 x 24 in. (40,6 x 61 cm) 

Courtesy of the artist and Wil Art Gallery, Panama City, Panama 

Robert Zakanitch (born 1935) 

Painter and printmaker Robert Zakanitch is best known as a founding figure in the pattern and 

decoration movement—an association of artists in New York and Los Angeles who broadened 

the definitions of conventional hierarchical systems in fine art by embracing decorative motifs 

and referencing domestic traditions like quilting and embroidery. He frequently explores the 

energetic, curving lines and vivid color of botanical forms, as illustrated in this untitled print he 

created for the Mostly Mozart classical music festival held at the Lincoln Center for the 

Performing Arts in New York.  
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Zakanitch spent much of his childhood drawing and painting in his grandmother’s basement, 

which was elaborately decorated with embroidered tablecloths and floral patterns. He 

attended the Newark School of Fine and Industrial Art, New Jersey, and has exhibited widely in 

the United States and internationally, including several major retrospectives. 

Title of Artwork Displayed: Untitled Mostly Mozart ‘77  

 

Year Created: 1977 

Format: Screenprint 

Dimensions: 71 x 48 in. (180,3 x 121,9 cm) 

Collection of Art in Embassies, Washington, D.C.; Gift of Lincoln Center / Vera List Art Program 
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