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Bennadette Jiyeng Frank
Spaces in Between Triptych, 2015

Oil and acrylic on panels, 48 x 144 in.

Courtesy of the artist, San Francisco, California
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Established in 1963, the U.S. Department

of State’s office of Art in Embassies (AIE)

plays a vital role in our nation’s public
diplomacy through a culturally expansive mission,
creating temporary and permanent exhibitions,
artist programming, and publications. The Museum
of Modern Art first envisioned this global visual
arts program a decade earlier. In the early 1960s,
President John F. Kennedy formalized it, naming the
program's first director. Now with over 200 venues,
AlE curates temporary and permanent exhibitions for
the representational spaces of all U.S. chanceries,
consulates, and embassy residences worldwide,
selecting and commissioning contemporary art from
the US. and the host countries. These exhibitions
provide international audiences with a sense of the
quality, scope, and diversity of both countries’ art and
culture, establishing AIE’s presence in more countries
than any other U.S. foundation or arts organization.

AlE’s exhibitions allow foreign citizens, many of whom
might never travel to the United States, to personally
experience the depth and breadth of our artistic
heritage and values, making what has been called
a “footprint that can be left where people have no
opportunity to see American art”
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Throughout my career as a diplomat, | have found
few better means to bridge cultures, ideas and
distance than interactions and exchange around
the arts. Through the generous support of the U.S.
Department of State’s Art in Embassies program,
my wife Arnavaz and | have assembled a collection
of American artwork for our official residence in
Manama, Bahrain. We hope the collection will open a
window on American society and offer opportunities
to expand still further the deep and genuine bonds
of friendship enjoyed between the American and
Bahraini people.

Having grown up in the State of California, | sought
contemporary works of art for this exhibition that
would reflect California’s dynamic energy and the
willingness of its residents to embrace new ideas. |
saw in these features something similar in Bahrain,
an island society shaped by a 5,000-year history of
commerce and interchange with the world. From the
ancient civilization of Dilmun, to its present status as a
financial and commercial gateway to the Gulf region,
Bahrain and Bahrainis have welcomed newcomers
and forged a vibrant and cosmopolitan society.

Many of California’s new ideas originate in the expe-
rience of its dynamic immigrant communities, and our
collection reflects those contributions. Bernadette
Jiyong Frank is a San Francisco-based artist whose
works reflect a bold fusion of color and space in mo-
tion towards new and ever-changing forms. Nature
and Human in Unison #013 by Manli Salimah Chao
captures the energy of human interaction with our
natural world. Rebecca Fogg’s sublime technique
evokes the mystery and magic of water, a resource
no less precious to the people of my home state
than here in Bahrain. Danielle Nelisse pays tribute
to the land through Wildfires V, a piece that reminds
me of my own experience as a wildland firefighter in
the Sierra Nevada Mountains. Finally, Shiloah, Arab
Village by Helen Lambert is a vibrant depiction of
community and togetherness.

Arnavaz and | hope you enjoy this collection.
Ambassador Justin Siberell

Bahrain
November 2018
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Manli Salimah Chaoe
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Manli Chao, an American Chinese painter,
began her art studies at Queens College, New
York. She studied under the New York painters
Gabriel Laderman and Robert Birmelin, and
both professors had significant impact on her
development as an artist. Chao spent one year
studying at the New York Studio School before
she moved to the San Francisco Bay Area of
California and began working as an art instructor
and freelance painter. Chao later received her
Master of Fine Arts from the Academy of Art
University (San Francisco).
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Nature and Human in Unison #013, undated. Acrylic on paper, 38 x 76 in. Courtesy of the artist, San Jose, California
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Rebecca Fogg
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“I was born in Washington, D.C., and I've lived in
the San Francisco Bay area since 1978. | studied
at the Rhode Island School of Design and the
Rochester Institute of Technology, and have been
professionally involved with fine and graphic arts
since 1972.

I've explored and combined diverse media
throughout my career, including etching, painting,
photography, and computer graphics. Much
of my work is inspired by the flowing forms of
water, and | work with nature’s patterns to create
artwork with a recognizable yet fluidly abstract
sensibility.”

— Rebecca Fogg
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Water + Color 4, 2011 Water + Color 7, 2011

27% %20 %2in. 27 %20 "2in.
Courtesy of the artist, San Francisco, California Courtesy of the artist, San Francisco, California
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Bennadette Jiyong Frank
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Born in Tokyo, Japan, Bernadette Jiyong Frank
was raised in the US. and lived in Germany
for a number of years; she currently lives and
works in San Francisco, California. She works
in various visual media encompassing painting,
photography, and public art both in the U.S. and
abroad. Frank’s use of contrast and vibration in
colors generates visual and emotional tension
while formal elements in the composition bring
the inner sense of order. Forms and colors resist
every attempt to fixate the spectator’s eyes.
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White Veil #4, 2015. Oil and acrylic on panel, 48 x 48 in. Courtesy of the artist, San Francisco, California
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Spaces in Between Triptych, 2015
Oil and acrylic on panels, 48 x 144 in.
Courtesy of the artist, San Francisco, California
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A professional lawyer, Helen Lambert received
her artistic training in the United States. Her
extensive travel, including to Japan, the former
Soviet Union, and Israel, left a profound imprint
on the evolution of her aesthetic vision. Her early
paintings were figurative and rendered in a dark
palette. By the 1970s, her style had become
increasingly abstract, with lively colors and
passages of white.
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Shiloah, Arab Village, undated. Acrylic on canvas, 49 2 x 53 % in. Collection of Art in Embassies, Washington, D.C.; Gift of the artist
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Danielle Nelisse
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Danielle Nelisse resides in San Diego, California,
but was raised in Detroit, Michigan. Known
for her adventurous spirit both in life and on
the canvas, she takes risks with her art, often
experimenting with vivid colors. After studying
law and art in Florence, Italy; Vienna, Austria; and
Strasbourg, France, Nelisse studied oil painting
and composition with fine artist Herb Dubin in
Israel.

“Just like cooking a simple yet decadent dish,
or playing a lovely acoustic rendition of a song
in its simplest form, | create artwork in the form
of abstraction because it condenses everything
down to the basics: color, shape, line, texture,
and most importantly, soul.”
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Wildfires V, 2015. Oil on canvas, 36 x 36 in. Courtesy of the artist, Spring Valley, California
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